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Three Long Lessons from One Short War*

[ he difference in mood and temperament in all our people
between last Saturday and this one can be summed up in one verse of
King David's Psalms (118:5) that we recite in our Hallel: “Min hametzar
karati yah,” “From the straits I called out to the Lord,” “anani bamerhav
Yah, “and the Lord answered me with enlargement.” Last week we called
out of our anguish, hemmed in by enemies on all sides, encircled by
adversaries seeking to destroy us utterly. By this Shabbat, the Lord has
given us His blessing, He has enlarged us; we are now able to breathe
more safely and securely, having broken out of the ring of death that has
encircled us only a few days ago.

[ What does this sudden deliverance mean? Of course, it is vain
to attempt to see the events that have occurred to us this week in
their proper perspective. This chapter in history is hardly over; we
are still very much involved T 11§ COTSEqUeTICes, YeT, TiTie T our
days has become condensed, communications are incredibly rapid,

\Qand even wars are fought and decjded in three or four days; hence,

1. June 10, 1967. The Six-Day War ended on this day.
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[ longer submit to enemies in order to satisfy their whims or interests. In
the biblical era, it appears that our people had to fight every forty years
for survival; nowadays, apparently, the cycle comes every ten years, We

, can do it if we have to. But this is not our choice. We are not, despite our
@ fantastic military successes, a martial people. Our ambition is always
that of shalom, that of peace for ourselves and for the entire world, and

U peace and war cannot Jong coexist.
r So we ask Almighty God on this day for His threefold priestly

blessing. We ask Him to bless us and “veyishmerekha,” to guard us from
all those who would injure us, whether these damaging demons growl
W black as night or smile bright as dawn.

We-ask of Him that He cause His countenance to shine upon us,
by giving us a generation which will be guided by the light of Torah and
whiich will continue to serve as a source for the special Jewish charm of
hen; for this is the blessing of “viyhunecka”

s And above all else, we ask for “veyasem lekha shalom” unity in our
own camp, harmony in the Middle East, peace in the world.

We conclude with the same words with which that priestly bless-
ings concludes: “Vesamu et shemi al benei Yisrael” “And they shall place
My name on the Children of Israel, “vauni avarkhem,” “and I shail bless

N them”

May. the Name of God indeed be placed upon Israel 5o that our
people will become not only champions in waz, but, as the very name
Yisrael indicates {(as it incorporates His Name, El, in its name), we will
become the champions of the Lord; and that shall be our great blessing:

"\E}'va’ani avarkhem.” ,

‘A Two-for-One Sale?
P2 WY 2 2¥ NPy WY e 0% myp N wan
TR W DRI Y 2 123y
@ 12WRI 7157 BHIK 12T
M‘ﬂ - They brought their offering before Hashem:
L six covered wagons and twelve oxen —
f\)t_;g\n— 1” a wagon for each two leaders and an ox for each —
v\w*" and they brought them before the Tabernacle (7:3)

Je

HE NESI'IM (PRINCES) SPARED NO EXPENSE IN
the offerings they brought to Hashem upon the inau-
guration of the Mishkan. Aside from the numerous
animals — each nasi offered a young bull, a ram, and a sheep

for an olah (burnt-offering); a he-goat for a chatas (sin-

offering); two cattle, five rams, five he-goats, and five sheep

 for a shelamim (peace-offering) — the cost of which certainly

rdn up quite a tab at the animal supplier, they also brought

fine-meal offerings with oil. They could have brought the

fine-meal and oil offerings in inexpensive earthenware bowls,

but they didn’t. They brought them in silver bowls and silver

= * basins. They also brought incense — in golden ladles. They

CD brought their offerings in wagons drawn by oxen; each nasi
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